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Progression of Vocabulary at Benjamin Adlard Primary 
School in Religious Education  

• At Benjamin Adlard Primary School we recognise that a large and rich vocabulary is the 
single most important determinant for academic achievement and success in life. 
Therefore we need to ensure that appropriate explicit and academic vocabulary is 
taught across the whole curriculum, and we must never assume that children know 
some of the vocabulary; children do not learn vocabulary automatically therefore 
explicit teaching of vocabulary is required. 

 

• Relevant Tier 3 (subject specific) and Tier 2 (high frequency academic words) words 
have been specifically selected and are highlighted on all curriculum documents. 

• Tier 3 words do not require pre-teaching, they are taught, consolidated and 
retrieved during applicable units of work. 

• Tier 2 words must be explicitly taught, using the explain and consolidate strategy- 
 

Explain: 

• Say the word carefully. (ask the children to repeat the word) 
• Use dual coding – give a picture prompt or action to support understanding of word  
• Give a student friendly definition, in the context of the applicable area of the curriculum.   
• Give multiple meaningful examples, in the context of the subject been taught. 
• If necessary, clarify any misconceptions. 
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 Tier Two (academic vocabulary) and Tier Three (Subject Specific vocabulary) 
Nursery  Myself  

Family, Friend, Mum, Dad, Brother, Sister, Love, Care, Share, Kind, Help, Together, Hug, Special, Birthday, Christmas, 
Presents 
 
Special places  
Home, Nursery, School, Park, Church, Shop 
 
Special Times   
Easter, Celebrate, Special, Family, Eggs, Chocolate, Egg hunt  
 
My Friends  
Friend, Kind, Share, Sorry, Help, Sad, Gentle, Love 
 
Special Things  
Special, Family, Friends, Home, Care, Toy, Book  

Reception  God 
Believe, People, World, Place, Group, Symbol, God, Religion, Bible, Pray, Faith, Adam, Eve, Creation, 
Pearl 
 
Incarnation  
Story, Incarnation, Group, Shepherds, Jesus, Angle, Star, Mary, Joseph, Magi, Manger  
 
Being special  
Welcome, Special, Belong, Group, Tradition, Jesus, Baptism, Raksha Badhan, Rakhi, Mosque, Church  

Salvation  

Meaning, Salvation, Palm, Good Friday, Jesus, God, Donkey, Disciples, Hosanna, Cross, King, Jerusalem, 
Bible, Mary  

Special places  

Place, Building, Peace, Respect, Bible, Church, Mosque, Imam, Qur’an, Vicar, Holy, Pilgrimage, God, Jesus 

Special stories  

Story, Character, Event, Text, Believer, Holy, Special, Bible, Jews, Torah, Qur’an, God, Jesus 

Year 1  Creation  
Creator, Create, Responsibility, Thankful, Worship, Genesis, Old Testament, Rest, Verse, Nature, Land, 
Song, Harvest, Hymn, Blessing, Service, Artist, Stained Glass Window 
 
Incarnation  
Message, Promise, Journey, Suffering, Messiah, Prepare, Promise, Thankful, Reflection, Nazareth, 
Bethlehem, Birth, Inn, Frankincense, Myrrh, Stable, Arrival, Visitor, Advent, Wreath, Hope, Calendar, 
Carols, Service, Praise  
 
Judaism 
Symbolise, Prepare, Courage, Miracle, Synagogue, Mezuzah, Shema,, Prayer box, Hebrew, Scroll, 
Shabbat, Sunset, Challah, Rest, Shalom, David, Goliath, Sefer Torah, Yad, Ark, Chanuka, Temple, Oil 
 
God 
Message, Forgiveness, Hidden, Loving, Confession, Compassion, Trust, Worship, Lost Son, Parable, 
Prodigal, Old Testament, New Testament, Mercy, Jonah, Whale, Repent, Praise, Service, Hymn 
 
Belonging  
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Community, Faith, Valuable, Message, Promise, Faith group, Service, Gathering, Meeting, Ka’ba Topi, 
Allah, Arabic, Calligraphy, Wristband, Necklace, Symbolic, Scripture, Jewish, Challah bread, Mezuzah, 
Shabbat, Seder plate, Coin, Teaching, Search, Aqidah, Blessing, Infant, Itchtus  
 
World and others  
Unique, Individuals, Responsibility, Action, Caring, Charity, Stewardship, Obedience, Responsibility, 
Shabbat, Rest, Creation duty, Heavenly Father, Hebrew, Samaritan, Kindness Rule, Tzedakah, Exodus, 
Moses, Jewish, Sukkot, Slaves, Mother Teresa, Kolkata, Genesis, Stewards, Tikkun Olam, Non-religious, 
Psalms 

Year 2  Gospel Part 1 and 2 
Accept, Mistake, Afraid, Outreach, Mission, Reflect, Followers, Gratitude, Devotion, 
Healing, Outcast, Sin, Matthew, Tax Collector, Sinner, World changer, Good news, Gospel, 
Conflict, Harmony, Hospitality, Ministry, Amen, Lord’s Prayer, Fishermen, Apostles, Disciples,  
Fishermen, Amen, Silence, Reverence, Leper, Mercy seat 
 
Islam Part 1 and 2  
Qualities, Leader, Wise, Guide, Merciful, Submission, Influence, Guidance, Commitment, Following,  
Meaningful, Tawhid, 99 names, Eternal, Sawm, Zakat, Hajj, Ibadah, PBUH, Shahadah, Pillar, Messenger, 
Witness, Prophet Muhammed, Night of Power, Revelation, Angel Jibril, Regal, Hafiz, Surah 
 
Salvation  
Savior, Resurrection, Crucified, Emotion, Joyful, Sacrifice, Supper, Procession, Palm Sunday,  
Maundy Thursday, Last Supper, Arrested, Holy Week, Burial, Artwork, Symbolic action 
 
Sacred Places  
Sacred, Connect, Compare, Place of worship, Believers, Sermon, Baptise, Minister, Methodist, Anglian,  
Altar, Pews, Bimah, Menorah, Kippah, Rabbi, Priest, Mihrab, Wudu, Prayer mat 

Year 3  People of God  
Righteous, Covenant, Environment, Choice, Agreement, Decedent, Noah, God’s people, Flood, Earth, 
Guided choice, Wedding, Ceremony, Marriage, Lifelong, Abram, Canaan, Calling, Prophets 
 
Incarnation  
Represent, Saviour, Confirm, Redeem, Dedication, Trinity, Dove, Heaven, Cousin, River, John the Baptist, 
Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Baptismal, Spirit, Descend, Announcer, Promise maker, Infant baptism, 
Godparent, Font, Immersion, Ancestry, Denomination, Spiritual, Believer’s Baptism 
 
Islam 
Practice, Oneness, Ritual, Togetherness, Dedication, Direction Marker, Rules, Salaam, Powerful, Verses, 
Line, Masjid, Mats, Sunrise, Pattern Steps, Gathering Hall, Mat Rows. Sandals, Washing, Fasting, Dates, 
Crescent sight, Greeting 
 
Judaism  
Tradition, Lifestyle, Observance, Ritual, New Beginnings, Atonement, Rescue, Escape, Freedom, 
Kiddush, Day of Rest, Braided loaf, Havdalah, Orthodox, Progressive, Mitzvah, Preparation, Shofar, Rosh  
Hashanah, Apple, Honey, Days of Awe, Repentance, Yom Kippur, Kol Nidre, Holiest, Israelites, 
Egypt, Plagues, Pharaoh, Passover, Seder, Haggadah, Maror, Charoset 
 
Creation  
Existed, Duty, Impact, Protect, Organisation, Consequence, Temptation, Disobedience, Forbidden, 
Timeline, Big story, Chapter, Divine, Origin, Purpose, Creation care, Humanity, Moral choice, Planet, 
Volunteer, Lifestyle, The Fall, Fruit, Apple, Brokenness 
 
Making the World a Better Place  
Greed, Justice, Equality, Empathy, Responsible, Contribute, Generosity, Humanist, Worldview,  
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Pollution, Violence, Unfairness, Wisdom, Fairness, Teachings, Ethics, Grace, Example, Role model, 
Community Care, Ummah 

Year 4 Gospel 
Qualities, Skills, Significant, Attitude, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Fishers of Men, Calling, Galilee, 
Evangelist, Outreach, Values, Samaritan, Neighbour, Inclusion, Clergy 
 
Kingdom of God 
Sequence, Expression, Support, Strength, Unity, Pentecost, Tongues Acts, Wind, Flame, Language, 
Crowd, Image, Visual, Inner, Energy, Presence, Corinth, Corinthians, The Body of Christ, Paul, Letter 
 
Hinduism part 1 and 2  
Connection, Transformation, Expression, Obstacle, Diversity, Duties, Loyalty, Exile, Truthfulness, 
Brahman, Aum, Svetaketu, Namaste, Atman, Ahisma, Krishna, Deity, Brahma, Lakshmi, Shiva,  
Saraswati, Murti, Vishnu, Kartikeya, Dharma, Britain, Sanatana, Shrine, Puja, Incense, Chanting, 
Sharma, King Yudhistira, The Mahabharata, Ramayana, Sita, Rama, Sewa, Bhakti, Adharma, Ravana, 
Rangoli patterns, Lamps, Triumph 
 
Salvation  
Crucified, Mourning, Grief, Defeated, Victory, Entry, Supper, Arrest, Trial, Mother, Mary, Suffering, 
Silence, Repair, Broken, Hope, New beginnings, Giving thanks, Empty, Hopeful, Crucifixion, Silence, 
Reading, Remembering 
 
Stages of life 
Milestone, Communion, Maturity, Purify, Union, Partnership, Vows, Funeral, Life Path, Confirmation, Bat  
Mitzvah, Bar Mitzvah, Hebrew Name, Torah Reading, Ashramas, Samskara, Rites, Naming Rite, Rings,  
Witnesses, Vows, Bedecken 

Year 5  God 
Invisible, Patient, Everlasting, Structure, Omnipotent, Omniscient, Psalms 103, Sanctuary, Nave, 
Cruciform, Confessional, Omnipresent, Isaiah 
 
Creation/Fall 
Interpretation, Literal, Conflicting, Complimentary, Compatible, Scientific, Exploration, Inquiry, 
Theologian, Voice, Perspective, Evolution, Universe, Big Bang, George Lemaitre, Theory, Jennifer 
Wiseman, Science-faith dialogue  
 
Judaism 
Cultural, Estimate, Preserve, Authority, Dietary, Restricted, Adaptation, Census, Population, Heritage,  
Reform Jewish, Orthodox Jewish, Priestly Breastplate, Mantle of the law, Shul, Kashrut, Leviticus, 
Kosher, Treif, Pesach, Seder, Beitzah, Morror, Charoset, Zeroah, Salt water, Karpas, Miriam’s cup, 
Karpas 
 
Islam 
Demographic, Distribution, Motivated, Focus, Spiritual, Experience, Census, Sunni, Shi’a, Sawm, Salah,  
Hajj, Zakah, Hadith, Zam Zam, Tawaf, Sa’y, Plain of Arafat, Jamarats, Ka’bah 
 
People of God 
Oppression, Determination, Preservation, Adversity, Morality, Pharoah, Egypt, Children of Israel, River  
Nile, Burning bush, Plagues, Hebrews People of the God, Deliverance, Red Sea, Faith Journey, Divine  
Help, Commandments, Mount Sinai, Decalogue, Christian Aid, Slavery, Liberation, Inequality, Poverty  
Action 
 
Humanist 
Perspective, Viewpoint, Principle, Virtue, Campaign, Codes, Golden Rules, Environment  



Progression in Vocabulary at Benjamin Adlard Primary School 

 

 
 
 

Year 6  Gospel 
Eyewitness, Firm, Reliable, Isolated, Excluded, Foundations, WWJD, Foolish, Foundations, Beatitudes, 
Kingdom, Leprosy, Christlike, Discipleship   
 
Incarnation 
Rescuer, Separation, Theological, Expectations, Heal, Micah, Isaiah, Tanakh, Prophecies, Anointed one, 
Immanuel, Genealogy, Emmanuel, Magi, God in flesh, Sociological, Advertising 
 
Hinduism 
Analogy, Continuity, Cycle, Non-violence, Transformer, Sustainer, Creator, Protector, Sveta Ketu,  
Reincarnation, Soul, Mahabharata, Maya, Rebirth, Samsara, Karma, Moksha, Spiritual journey, Cycle of 
life, Ahimsa, Ghandi, Climate, Vegetarianism 
 
Salvation 
Reliable, Evidence, Commemorate, Mood, Conviction, Comfort, Eyewitness, Liturgy, Sorrow, 
Thankfulness, New Life, Testimony, Evangelism, Funeral, Eternity, Eternal Life, Soul, Coffin, Cremated  
 
Kingdom of God 
Include, Restoration, Leadership, Humble, Kingdom, Feast, Banquet, Biblical, Kingdom of God, 
Unforgiving Servant, Reconciliation, Vulnerable, Unjust, Second Coming, New Creation, Eternity, 
Inheritance, Hidden Treasure, Yeast in Dough 
 
Humanist 
Analyse, Evidence, Reason, Theist, Atheist, Agnostic, Psychology, Psychologist, Philosophy, 
Philosopher, Theological, Humanist  
 

 

 


