
Progression in Vocabulary at Benjamin Adlard Primary School 

 

 
 
 

Progression of Vocabulary at Benjamin Adlard Primary 

School in History 

At Benjamin Adlard Primary School we recognise that a large and rich vocabulary is the 

single most important determinant for academic achievement and success in life. Therefore 

we need to ensure that appropriate explicit and academic vocabulary is taught across the 

whole curriculum, and we must never assume that children know some of the vocabulary; 

children do not learn vocabulary automatically therefore explicit teaching of vocabulary is 

required. 

 

• Relevant Tier 3 (subject specific) and Tier 2 (high frequency academic words) words 

have been specifically selected and are highlighted on all curriculum documents. 

• Tier 3 words do not require pre-teaching, they are taught, consolidated and retrieved 

during applicable units of work. 

• Tier 2 words must be explicitly taught, using the explain and consolidate strategy- 

 

Explain: 

• Say the word carefully. (ask the children to repeat the word) 

• Use dual coding – give a picture prompt or action to support understanding of word  

• Give a student friendly definition, in the context of the applicable area of the 

curriculum.   

• Give multiple meaningful examples, in the context of the subject been taught. 

• If necessary, clarify any misconceptions. 
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 TIER TWO TIER THREE  

NURSERY Extinct  
Long ago 
Past  
Present  
Important  
 

Me and My Community 
Family, child, baby, photograph, young, mum, dad, sister, brother, nanna, grandma, 
grandad  
 
Remembrance Day 
Remembrance Day, poppy, soldier, war, peace, help, brave 
 
Dangerous Dinosaurs  
Dinosaur, alive, bones, Tyrannosaurus Rex, Triceratops, Stegosaurus, Brachiosaurus, 
meat-eater, plant-eater, fossils, footprints, teeth, food, dig, earth, big, small, tail, claws, 
wings, stomp 

RECEPTION Same 
Different 
Change 
Improve 
Invent  
Faster  
Explore  
Discover  
Respect  

Me and My Community 
Community, teacher, nurse, doctor, firefighter, police officer, friend, aunty, uncle, cousin 
 
Exploring Autumn 
Celebrate, bonfire night, Guy Fawkes, sparklers, bonfire night, king, plot, Houses of Parliament, 

fireworks, explosion, barrels, medal, flag, wreath, proud, hero, parade, silence, veteran, helmet 
 
Marvellous Machines  
Spaceship, machine, job, travel, Spaceship, machine, job, travel, astronaut, pilot,, crew, 

scientist, moon, spaceship, rocket, space suit, helmet, flag, footprint, crater, fly, walk, wheel, 
machine, engine, handle, screen, inventor,  

YEAR 1 Modern  
Events 
Favourite 
Period 
Popular 
Source 
Cause 
Similarity 
Difference 
Beyond 

Journey 
Features 
Annotate 
Order 
Use 
Purpose 
Continuity 
Evidence 
Environment 
Challenge 

Truth 
Determination 
Compare 
Recent 
 

Toys – Changes Within Living Memory 
Timeline, decade, chronology, material, durable, expensive, dolls, puzzle, robot, ball, 
block, plastic, bright, colourful, soft, cuddly, cuddle, shake, squeeze, rattle, blanke, 
stacking toy, teething toy, video game, remote control car, Lego, spinning top, Jack in the 
box, rocking horse, marbles, Yo-yo, hoop and stick, doll house, train set, tin solider, 
durable, expensive, factory, safety, technology 
 
First Flight 
Historian, detective, Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, USA, flier, flight, plane, designs, 
drawings, industry, military, passenger, transport (goods/people), event, travel, engine, 
wings, seat, frame, jet, glider, cargo, aircraft, planet, fighter jet 
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Location Significant  
Explorers 
Explore, voyage, discoveries, exploration, Muslim, Islam, caravan, the Rihla, The 
Endeavour, diet, rules, map, scurvy, adventure, flight, aviator, pilot, Atlantic, airshow, 
solo, legacy, Aboriginal people, Captain Cook, Ibn Batutta, Amelia Earheart 

YEAR 2 
Consequence 
Discriminate 
Equal 
Interpret/ Interpretation 
Object 
Artefact 
Historian 

Archaeologist/ 
archaeology  
Document 
Plan 
Design 
Long-term 
Short-term 
Possession 

Defend 
Conquer/Conqueror 
Role 
Chronological 
Century 

Hospitals and Healthcare 
Surgeries, museum, historical, disease, detective, pioneer, memorial, nurse, Crimean 
War, healing, training, Belgium, WW1, vicar 
 
The Great Fire of London 
Baker, Spark, Diary/account, Firehook, Gunpowder, King, Duke, Church, Cathedral, 
Bucket, Fire squirt, Safety, Building, Law, Court, Firefighting 
Firefighter, Engine, Pump, Hose, Axe, carriage, horseback,  
 
Kings, Queens and Castles 
Moat, drawbridge, battlements, monarch, Lincoln, Lincoln Castle, medieval, Battle of 
Hastings, Bayeux Tapestry, William the Conqueror, monument 
sceptre, reign, Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, Balmoral Castle, Queen Elizabeth II 
 

YEAR 3 
Migrate 
Tools  
Remains  
Common  
Develop 
Construct  
Ancient 
Locate 
Advantage 

Simultaneous 
Comparison 
Function 
Necessary 
Achievement 
Defence 
Duration 
Civilisation 
Advances 

Society 
Accomplish 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
Excavation, prehistory, Neolithic, deposit, settlement, tribe, hunter-gatherer, prey, 
farming, metalwork, jewellery, domesticated, land, hill fort, Neolithic, tribe, nomadic, 
stone circles, domestication, bronze, ideas, techniques, Tribal Kingdom  
 
Introduction to Ancient Civilisations 
Time span, Ancient Egypt, Shang Dynasty, Ancient Sumer, Indus Valley, equator, latitude, 
longitude, river, civilisation, city, language, law, number system, writing system, chariot, 
residential, irrigation, mummies, pyramids, Stonehenge, pottery 
Barrows 
 
Ancient Egypt 
Water source, longitude, latitude, specialisation, concurrent timelines, dynasty, pharaoh, 
vizier, scribe, priest, social structure, scale, interval, concurrence, River Nile, delta, 
social, economic, trade, commerce, primary source, agriculture, economics, irrigation, 
shaduf/shadoof, sickle, oxen, plough, scribe, education, papyrus, reed, hieratic, 
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hieroglyphics, cartouche, palette, afterlife, religion, mythology, preserve, mummification, 
Book of the Dead, tomb 
 

YEAR 4 
Expand 
Cooperate 
Protection 
Events 
Influence  
Inventions 
Separated 
Role 
Convert 

Selected 
Targeted 
Theory 
Impact 
Equal 
 
 

 Roman Empire 
Roman Empire, Army, infrastructure, territory, armour, weapons, helmets, supplies, forts, 
Client kingdom, united, attack, control, trial, revolt, Boudicca, Basilica, forum, 
amphitheatre, temple, aqueduct, insulae, Latin, law, order, theatre, language, 
governance, infrastructure  
 
Anglo Saxons and Vikings 
Barbarians, legion, raid, priory, monk, emperor, rebellion, capital,  
heptarchy, rebel, status, aristocracy, Pagan, Christian, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Lindisfarne, pillage, migration, tribe, kingdom, invade, Viking, settlement, Danelaw, Viking, 
Scandinavia, invasion, Alfred the Great, Aethelstan, Edward the Confessor, Harold 
Godwinson, Battle of Hastings, William the Conqueror, Bayeux Tapestry, Britannia, 
Gildas, protection, councils, gold, silver, crowded, warriors  

YEAR 5 
Industrial 
Revolution 
Affect 
Economy 
Hygiene 

Discrimination 
Hazard 
Labour 
Issue 
Solution 

Discover 
Typical 
Abandoned 
Dominant 
Employment 
Efficient 
 
 

Industrial Revolution 

Pre-date, Packaging, Patent, Port, Inland, Imperialism, Pollution, Classes 
(working/middle/upper), legislation, factory, goods, steam engine, population, factory, 
canal, railway, prosper, chimney sweep, economic boost, Rose Brothers, Marshalls, food 
production  

 

Maya Civilisation 
Archeologists, region, drought, irrigate, harvest, rainforest, jadeite, obsidian, 
hierarchy, council, nobles, merchants, artisans, commoners, Chichen Itza, City-
States, temple, ritual, religious belief, Meso-America, slash and burn, John Llyod 
Stevenson, Fredrick Catherwood  

YEAR 6 
Period of History 
Secondary Source 
Source of evidence 
Testimonial/account 
Source Material 
Interrogate 

Declare 
Outbreak 
Responsibility 
Defence Interception 
 
 

 Ancient Greece 
Athens, Sparta, culture, hoplite, oligarchy, helot, Spartans, social, cultural, political, 
economic, religious, literature, theatre, poet/poetry, mythology, philosopher, city state, 
Aegean Sea, Olympics, chief, democracy, King Darius, Hippocreates, Plato, Agoge, 
Hoplite, Parthenon, Columns, Philosopher, Socrates, Zeus, Hera, Oracle 
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Bigotry The Impact of War 
Europe, fascism, democracy, dictator, presidential, regime, Chancellor, president, 
Fuhrer, SA (Special Police), Poland, Hitler, Jews, Home Front, Declaration of War, 
propaganda, ration, evacuation, evacuees, Operation Pied Piper, Blitz, Air Raid 
Precaution, East Midlands, Blitz, bombardment, Battle of Britain, Luftwaffe, Royal Air 
Force, Air Defence Network, Adolf Hitler, Weimar Republic, Nazis, Axis Powers, Allies, 
Invasion, Rationing, Evacuation, Air raid sheltering, Blitz, Blackout, Anderson shelter, 
Firewatch, Airbase, Bombardment, Dambusters, Radar, Spitfire, Interception  

 

 


