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Progression of Vocabulary at Benjamin Adlard Primary 

School in Art 

• At Benjamin Adlard Primary School we recognise that a large and rich vocabulary is 

the single most important determinant for academic achievement and success in life. 

Therefore we need to ensure that appropriate explicit and academic vocabulary is 

taught across the whole curriculum, and we must never assume that children know 

some of the vocabulary; children do not learn vocabulary automatically therefore 

explicit teaching of vocabulary is required. 

 

• Relevant Tier 3 (subject specific) and Tier 2 (high frequency academic words) words 

have been specifically selected and are highlighted on all curriculum documents. 

• Tier 3 words do not require pre-teaching, they are taught, consolidated and retrieved 

during applicable units of work. 

• Tier 2 words must be explicitly taught, using the explain and consolidate strategy- 

 

Explain: 

• Say the word carefully. (ask the children to repeat the word) 

• Use dual coding – give a picture prompt or action to support understanding of word  

• Give a student friendly definition, in the context of the applicable area of the 

curriculum.   

• Give multiple meaningful examples, in the context of the subject been taught. 

• If necessary, clarify any misconceptions. 

.  
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 Tier Two (academic vocabulary) and Tier Three (Subject Specific vocabulary) 

Nursery  Drawing  
Art, artist, Thick, Thin, Marks, crayon, Pencil, long. 
 
Painting and Mixed Media  
Cut, rip, sticky, mix.  
 
Sculpture and 3D  
Chop, roll, squash. 
 
Craft and Design 
Snip, glue, pull, tape.  
 

Reception  Drawing  
Zig zag, Lines, Bumpy, Wax crayon, felt tip, Chalk, Drawing, Feeling, Tools. 
 
Painting and Mixed Media  
Dab, Dot, Flick, Glide, Glistening, Glossy, Splat, Shiny, Silky, Slimy, Sweep, Swirl, Swish 
 
Sculpture and 3D  
Clay, Flatten, Join, Pinch, Plan, Poke, Pull, Push, Roll, Silky, Slimy, Slippery, Smooth, Squelchy, Sticky, Stretch, 
Twist, Wet 
 
Craft and Design 
Blades, Crease, Flange, Fix, Fold, Handle, Join, Paper clip, Pattern, Pinch, Plan, Push, Rip, Roll, Scissors, Scrunch, 
Slot, Snip, Split pin, Straight line, String, Strip, Sturdy, Tie, Wave, Wobbly, Wrap, Zigzag. 

Year 1  Drawing  
Vertical, Horizontal, Diagonal, Crosshatch, Continuous, Observe, Wavy, Line, Abstract, Contemporary, Form, 2D, 
Dots, Lightly, Firmly, Hard, Soft, Rough, Smooth, Straight, Pastels.  
 
Painting and Mixed Media  
Mix, Blend, Texture, Pattern, Shade, Design, Primary colours, Secondary colours, Kaleidoscope, Shape, Hue, 
Concentric circles, Silhouette 
 
Sculpture and 3D 
Overlap, Attach, Materials, Artist, Cylinder, Three-dimension, Sculpture, Concertina, Sculpture, Mosaic 
 
Craft and Design 
Artist, Material, Craft, Knot, Thread, Plait, Weave, Warp, Weft  
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Year 2  Drawing  
 
Mark-making, Observation, Outline, Sketch, Emotion, Expression, Charcoal, Scribbling, Stippling, Tone, 
Illustrator, Illustration, Character, Frame, Storyboard  
 
Painting and Mixed Media  
Arrange, Detail, Lighter, Darker, Tools, Effect, Collage  
 
Sculpture and 3D 
Method, Detail, Spaces, Slip, Thumb pot, Pinch, In relief, Plaster, Casting, Impressing 
 
Craft and Design 
Spaces, Imaginary, Inspire, Shape, Brief, Transparent, Inspired, Gallery, Evaluate, Negative space, Relief, 
Abstract, Stained glass, Negative print, Print making, Printing tile, Design brief  

Year 3  Drawing  
Arrangement, Organic, Grip, Pressure, Surface, Form, Magnified, Study, Arrangement, Abstract, Composition, 
Geometric, Tone, Frontage, Rubbing, Tear, Botanical, View finder, Mark making  
 
Painting and Mixed Media 
Proportion, Scaled up, Pigment, Pre-historic, Sketch, Charcoal, Smudging, Cave drawings, Negative image, 
Positive image, Handprint 
 
Sculpture and 3D 
Structure, Sculpture, Abstract, Sculptor, Positive space, Negative space 
 
Craft and Design  
Ancient, Information, Technique, Process, Design, Layout, Translate, Scroll, Papyrus, imagery, Zibe, Civilisation, 
Egyptian, Convey, Layout, Style, Audience  

Year 4 Drawing  
Observational, Contrast, Precision, Figurative, Gradient, Shadow, Proportion, Wax-resist, Highlight, Mixed- 
media, Symmetrical, Hatching, Cross hatching, Parallel, Symmetry, , Mono print, Engraving 
 
Painting and Mixed Media  
Figurative, Contrasting, Tint, Portrait, Landscape, Shadow, Vivid, Formal, Pointillism, Dabbing, Stippling, Photo 
realism, Still-life 
 
Sculpture and 3D 
Contrasting, Form, Recycle, Organic shape, Found objects, Ceramics, Figurative, Mesh, Pliers, Template 
 
Craft and Design  
Inspiration, Theme, Texture, View, Fabric, Organic, Industry, Elements, Colour palette, Idea, View, Mood board, 
Batik, Symmetrical, Repeating pattern, Industry, Surface pattern, Craftsperson, Printing  
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Year 5  Drawing  
Decision, Purpose, Influence, Process, Replicate, Architecture, Cold War, Futuristic, Propaganda, Culture, 
Formal elements, Stimuli, Stimulus, Medium, Collagraph, Printmaking, Placement, Collagraphy, Futuristic, 
Retro, Futurism, Tracing, Roller  
 
Painting and Mixed Media 
Background, Transfer, Continuous line, Paint wash, Self portrait, Carbon paper, Mixed media, Monoprint,,Multi-
media, Atmosphere, Mixed media, Photomontage 
 
Sculpture and 3D 
Accurate, Interpret, Analyse, Location, Atmosphere, Concept Installation art, Performance art, Cultural 
revolution, Special effects, Props, Stencil, Issue, Interactive  
 
Craft and Design  
Experience, Crop, Pressure, Perspective, External, Organic, Transform, Legacy, Architecture, Monoprint, Print 
block, Viewfinder, Front Elevation, Annotate, Architectural, Commemorate, Monument 

Year 6  Drawing  
Recreate, Experimental, Expressive, Interpretation, Reflective, Represent, Effect, Imagery, Commissioned, 
Convey, Develop, Mural, Maya, Modern art, Spirit companion, 
Symbolic, chiaroscuro, Graffiti, Guerrilla, Mural, Street art 
 
Painting and Mixed Media  
Narrative, Justify, Inference, Reflect, Intention, Technique, Tableau, Companionship, Message, Final piece, 
Medium 
 
 
Sculpture and 3D 
Attributes, Identity, Literal, Symbolic, Memory, Pitfall, Reflections, Tools, Tradition, Assemblage, Juxtaposition, 
Relief, Compare, Self, Memories 
 
Craft and Design  
Arrangement, Layout, Appealing, Digital, Replacement, Focus, Editing, Recreate, Frame, Pose, Grid, 
Photomontage, Dada, Cityscapes, Macro, Monochrome, Monochromatic, Saturation, Emulate, Software, 
Photorealistic, Photorealism 

 

 


